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AAAS	WORLDWIDE

Center	for	Science	Diplomacy	Debuts

A post-Iraq war Zogby International survey of people in 
six Arab nations revealed overwhelming hostility surrounding 
U.S. policies in the Middle East. Yet, many of those same 
respondents reported a highly favorable view of U.S. science 
and technology. “One of the tools we have to repair our image 
is building on the common ground of science and the culture 
of innovation,” U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan (D-Missouri) noted 
in November during a AAAS meeting of top science leaders, 
diplomats, legislators, and educators. Amid increasing 
financial and geopolitical tensions, AAAS launched a new 
Center for Science Diplomacy to establish constructive 
communication with leaders in North Korea, Cuba, Syria, 
and other regions. With support from the Golden Family 
Foundation and the Richard Lounsbery Foundation, AAAS 
Center Director Vaughan Turekian and Senior Advisor Norman 
Neureiter are working to strengthen civil society relationships 
between nations. The center’s launch capped intensive efforts 
by AAAS to build relationships with leaders in Vietnam, 
China, the Middle East, Rwanda, and other regions based 
on mutual interests such as science education, economic 
progress, the energy crisis, global climate change, and 
sustainable development. Turekian sees science diplomacy 
as an especially important way to build understanding and 
trust with nations where governmental relations are strained. 
“At the heart, this is a matter of respect,” he said. “It’s a very 
powerful tool in diplomacy.” See http://diplomacy.aaas.org.

Building	Bridges	with	Vietnam

As an early example of high-impact work by the new 
AAAS Center for Science Diplomacy, AAAS and Vietnam’s 
National Institute for Science and Technology Policy and 
Strategy Studies signed an agreement outlining joint plans 
for advancing “science, technology, and innovation policies 
and studies.” Working toward that goal, International 
Cooperation Director Tom Wang teamed up with AAAS 
Research Competitiveness Program Director Edward Derrick 
to help coordinate a symposium under the auspices of 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum. That 
event in Hanoi — hosted by Vietnam and co-sponsored by 
the governments of China, New Zealand, and the United 
States — brought together the leaders of some of the world’s 
most powerful economies. With Vietnam in the midst of an 
aggressive effort to develop a robust science and technology 
infrastructure, AAAS also welcomed a visit by the Vice 
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Minister of Vietnam’s Ministry of Science and Technology, 
Tran Quoc Thang. Earlier, AAAS hosted a delegation from 
the National Assembly of Vietnam. The country “has a 
population the size of Germany, so it’s not a small player,” 
Wang said. “Given its rate of growth, and how dynamic their 
economy is, it’s good to see that they are prioritizing science 
and education.”

Science	Editor	Meets	the	Chinese	Premier

“Imagine if a U.S. president met for two hours with a 
Chinese scientist,” Science Editor-in-Chief Bruce Alberts said, 
describing his visit with Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao. “It was 
extraordinary.” Alberts, in Beijing to deliver lectures at the 
Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences and Tsinghua University, 
joined Science Asia News Editor Richard Stone for the rare 
personal meeting with the Chinese Premier and Chen Zhu, 
China’s Minister of Health. During that conversation, published 
17 October in Science, Wen expressed hope for increasing 
Chinese investment in basic research, reducing energy 
consumption by 4% annually as economic gains continue, 
improving food safety, and leveraging science to help the poor. 
China’s Ministry of Science and Technology has reported that 
5% of the nation’s total investment in science is being spent 
on basic research. By comparison, the U.S. National Science 
Foundation has reported that 17.5% of the United States’ total 
investment in science was spent on basic research in 2007. 

Coincidentally, the visit between Wen and Alberts took 
place on the 30th anniversary of the first delegation of AAAS 
to China, as well as the first anniversary of the opening 
of Science’s Beijing bureau. At the same time, past AAAS 
President Peter Raven of the Missouri Botanical Garden was 
in China to deliver the first-ever AAAS-Chinese Academy of 
Sciences Distinguished Lectureship on Sustainability. Staff 
with the EurekAlert! Chinese Web site at AAAS (http://chinese.
eurekalert.org) were in Beijing, too, to host what was believed 
to be the first China-based press briefing related to a Science 
paper.

AAAS-Hitachi	Lecture	Series

While societies face a daunting challenge trying to reverse 
the impact of human-induced climate change, the living 
planet itself offers one means for a rescue plan, according 
to a prominent ecologist who delivered the inaugural AAAS-
Hitachi Lecture on Science and Society. Thomas E. Lovejoy, 
President of the Washington, D.C.-based H. John Heinz III 

Center for Science, Economics, and the Environment, traced 
the predicament in stark terms, noting that “nature is now on 
the move in response to climate change” as global warming 
prompts both plant and animal species to change their historic 
ranges. But he said there are steps, including restoration of 
degraded grazing lands and devastated forests, that would 
allow the planet to absorb more atmospheric carbon dioxide 
while providing lasting environmental benefit.

Lovejoy’s lecture was the first in a series at AAAS, 
sponsored by Hitachi, Ltd. AAAS CEO Alan Leshner noted 
Hitachi’s history of science and technology development as 
well as its sense of environmental responsibility. He said 
there is a “wonderful intersection between their interest in 
business, science, and society,” and AAAS’s similar interests. 
Kazuo Furukawa, the President and Chief Executive Officer 
of Hitachi, said he hopes the lectures “will contribute in 
some small way to public understanding of the excitement of 
science and technology” and encourage younger people to 
pursue science-related careers.

AAAS	Welcomes	Global	Perspectives

Boosting innovation in the United Kingdom will require 
increasing the nation’s science budget while tapping multiple 
sources of innovation — from consumers and researchers, to 
private businesses, according to the Rt. Hon. John Denham, 
Britain’s Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities, and 
Skills. Denham, whose AAAS lecture was co-organized with 
the British Embassy, reported that about a fifth of his country’s 
science budget will be allocated over the next three years 
to grand challenges facing the planet: energy, environment, 
lifelong health, and global security. Denham was one of many 
international science and technology leaders to share his 
insights at AAAS Headquarters in 2008. Another high-level 
visitor, the Hon. Kim Carr, Minister for Innovation, Industry, 
Science, and Research, described Australia’s ambitious 
program to revitalize scientific infrastructure. Additional 
perspectives were provided by Argentina’s Lino Barañao, 
Minister of Science, Technology, and Productive Innovation; 
John Beddington, Chief Scientific Advisor to the British 
Government; Lars Leijonborg, Minister for Higher Education 
and Research in Sweden; and others. The 2008 AAAS Annual 
Meeting featured European Commissioner Janez Potočnik and 
Rwandan President Paul Kagame (see page 16).




