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GLOBAL	CLIMATE	CHANGE

17 April. John P. Holdren, past AAAS  >
President and current Assistant to 
the U.S. President for Science and 
Technology, appeared on “The Late 
Show with David Letterman” to talk 
about global climate change.

EVOLUTION	IN	THE	NEWS

7 January. “Teaching Evolution and  >
Creationism,” broadcast segment, 
“The Diane Rehm Show, American 
University Radio (WAMU), featuring 
AAAS CEO Alan I. Leshner, Executive 
Publisher of Science.

7 April. “Free Florida’s Students from  >
Lagging Behind,” op-ed, Orlando 
Sentinel, by the AAAS CEO. If today’s 
students become confused about 
the nature of science versus religion, 
he wrote, they may have a hard time 
competing for jobs later. The CEO 
also handled multiple interviews with 
Florida radio reporters regarding an 
attempt to insert a single religious 
viewpoint into science classrooms.

18 April. AAAS released a statement  >
decrying the “profound dishonesty 
and lack of civility” demonstrated by 
the anti-evolution movie, “Expelled: 
No Intelligence Allowed.” A video 
response also was posted to the AAAS 
YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/
wwwAAASorg.

6 May. “Anti-science Law Threatens  >
Tech Jobs of Future,” letter to the edi-
tors, Times-Picayune (New Orleans, 
Louisiana). The AAAS CEO argued 
against legislation that would allow 
the supernatural concept of “intel-
ligent design” to be presented along-
side the scientific theory of evolution 
within science curriculum.

Official statements, briefings, 

opinion essays, and television 

appearances in 2008 allowed 

AAAS to once again raise 

awareness for “hot-button” science 

and technology issues at the 

intersection of science and society. 

The Association also stepped up 

efforts to better leverage online 

and multimedia communications by 

establishing a special channel on 

YouTube, by participating in social 

networking Web sites, and more.

PUBLIC	STATEMENTS	ON	KEy	ISSUES
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14 May. The AAAS CEO wrote to Okla- >
homa Governor Brad Henry, opposing 
the Religious Viewpoints Antidiscrimi-
nation Act. By inserting religion into 
science classes, Leshner noted, the 
bill “could have serious negative con-
sequences for science education.”

28 May. “Academic Freedom Bill a  >
Dangerous Distraction,” letter to the 
editors, Shreveport Times (Louisi-
ana). The AAAS CEO once again cau-
tioned against confusing science with 
religion in K-12 science classrooms.

10 June. Letter to Jim Tucker, Speaker  >
of the Louisiana House of Repre-
sentatives, by the AAAS CEO, urging 
opposition to Senate Bill 733, which 
would open the door to religious or 
unscientific discussions as part of 
science instruction.

20 June. Letter to Louisiana Governor  >
Bobby Jindal, by the AAAS CEO, re-
questing the veto of Senate Bill 733. 
The AAAS CEO and Al Teich, Director 
of Science and Policy Programs at 
AAAS, also took part in a Louisiana 
“radio tour” on this topic, handling 
multiple broadcast interviews.

22 October. “Board’s Actions Could  >
Put Students at a Disadvantage,” 
op-ed, Houston Chronicle. Bring-
ing nonscientific ideas into biology 
classes “will confuse young students 
and teach them to distrust well-es-
tablished scientific facts,” the AAAS 
CEO wrote.

SCIENCE	AND	SOCIETy	ISSUES

6 February. In response to an attack  >
by animal rights extremists who left 
an incendiary device at a researcher’s 
home, AAAS reaffirmed a 29 Novem-
ber 2007 statement by its Board of 
Directors, denouncing such tactics.

31 March. AAAS Education and  >
Human Resources Director Shirley 
Malcom testified before the Congres-
sional Nanotechnology Caucus, not-
ing that nanotech proponents need 
to engage the public, and listen to 
and address any concerns.

14 April. AAAS sent a letter to U.S.  >
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nevada) 
and members of the U.S. Senate, urg-
ing passage of the Genetic Informa-
tion Nondiscrimination Act.

15 July. AAAS and five other scientific  >
organizations wrote to the chair of 
the National Science Advisory Board 
for Biosecurity, requesting clarity on 
the types of research with potential 
for misuse, and urging broader out-
reach by the board and federal agen-
cies prior to setting up any oversight 
system.

SCIENCE	AND	THE	U.S.		
PRESIDENCy

In 2008, AAAS launched a special 
Science and Technology in the 2008 
Presidential Election Web site, with the 
Association of American Universities 
and the Richard Lounsbery Founda-
tion, to provide objective, side-by-side 
comparisons of U.S. presidential candi-
dates’ views on science-related issues. 
AAAS also teamed up with Science 
Debate 2008 to call for more public dis-
course by the candidates about science.

17 March. “Among Science-Debate  >
Questions Put to Candidates,” op-ed, 
Philadelphia Inquirer, by the AAAS 
CEO.

17 April. “We Need a Science White  >
House,” op-ed, Wall Street Journal, by 
AAAS Board Chair David Baltimore, 
with fellow Nobel laureate Ahmed 
Zewail of the California Institute of 
Technology.

17 June.  > Critical Upgrade: Enhanced 
Capacity for White House Science 
and Technology Policymaking. This 
Woodrow Wilson Center report, 
providing advice to the next U.S. 
President, reflected input from the 
Science and Policy Programs Director 
as well as Chief International Officer 
Vaughan Turekian. 

3 September. “Why won’t the Can- >
didates Debate Science?” op-ed, 
Denver Post online, by the AAAS CEO, 
with Carl E. Wieman, winner of the 
2001 Nobel Prize in Physics and direc-
tor of science education initiatives 
at the University of Colorado and the 
University of British Columbia.

21 September. “Where Do Obama  >
and McCain Stand on Science?”  
op-ed, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, by  
the AAAS Board Chair, with the CEO.

30 October. AAAS joined 180 orga- >
nizations in writing to presidential 
candidates John McCain and Barack 
Obama, urging the next president to 
appoint a cabinet-rank White House 
science advisor by Inauguration Day, 
20 January.

5 November. “AAAS Congratulates  >
President-elect Obama.” AAAS state-
ment (print and YouTube).

22 December. “AAAS Applauds New  >
Science Appointees John Holdren, 
Jane Lubchenco, Harold Varmus, and 
Eric Lander,” AAAS statement.

SCIENCE	EDUCATION	

7 April. “Charlie Rose: The Imperative  >
and Promise of Science,” featuring 
Science Editor-in-Chief Bruce Alberts 
and past AAAS President Shirley Ann 
Jackson. View the video: www.charli-
erose.com/view/interview/9027.




