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In a global economy, the world is indeed increasingly 
“flat,” as journalist Thomas L. Friedman has said. The energy 
crisis, insufficient resources, AIDS, and many other grand chal-
lenges now clearly trump concerns based solely on political 
boundaries, underscoring the interdependence of all people. 
AAAS in 2008 helped to open new doors to international re-
search cooperation — an essential step toward combating the 
most pressing problems of our age. Through interactions with 
world leaders from Africa to Europe, and from Latin America to 
Asia, the Association is actively exploring science and technol-
ogy from a global perspective, and working to help stimulate 
economic growth by advancing science. 

When Rwandan President Paul Kagame addressed the 
174th AAAS Annual Meeting in Boston, for example, he 
described the optimism of a poor country that has pledged 
to invest 5% of its gross domestic product in science and 
technology by 2012. Similarly, Patrick Cunningham, Chief Sci-
ence Advisor to the Irish Government, noted his government’s 
commitment to “doubling the science establishment between 
2006 and 2013,” during a meeting with incoming AAAS 
President James J. McCarthy. Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao 
also expressed hope for significantly increasing investment in 
basic research when he met with Science Editor-in-Chief Bruce 
Alberts.

As Wen noted, science and technology can indeed serve as 
“the wellspring and driving force” of innovation, and pillars of 
a new prosperity. Worldwide, our shared goal to enhance hu-
man quality-of-life by leveraging scientific discovery suggests 
a path toward more trusting, productive communication with 
other countries. By launching the new AAAS Center for Science 
Diplomacy — supported by the Golden Family Foundation 
and the Richard Lounsbery Foundation — AAAS is promoting 
scientific collaborations related to climate change, energy, 
sustainability, innovation, human health, capacity-building, 
and a wide range of other global concerns. (See page 6.) 

As one example of those efforts in 2008, a new agreement 
between AAAS and Vietnam’s National Institute for Science 
and Technology Policy and Strategy Studies outlined joint 
plans for advancing “science, technology, and innovation 
policies and studies.” An initial project under the agreement, a 

symposium planned by AAAS under the auspices of the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation forum, was hosted by Vietnam 
and co-sponsored by the governments of China, New Zealand, 
and the United States.

The desire to improve science education for all children 
is another goal that connects societies around the world. 
Upholding the Association’s commitment to helping today’s 
students become tomorrow’s problem-solvers, Education and 
Human Resources Director Shirley Malcom ventured to Egypt 
to address the North Africa and Middle East Science Centers 
Network. In addition, at the invitation of the United Nations 
Commission on Science and Technology for Development, 
Malcom spoke in Geneva about broadening science opportu-
nities for women. 

Project 2061, the AAAS science-education reform initia-
tive, reached across borders to promote science literacy more 
broadly, resulting in the first-ever Japanese translation of 
the landmark publication, Science for All Americans. Another 
respected Project 2061 resource, the Atlas of Science Literacy, 
made its debut in Chinese. (Read more on page 8.) Science 
Careers continued to help match qualified scientists with jobs 
in industry, academia, and government, too, while also orga-
nizing professional-development events with an increasingly 
international list of partners.

AAAS meanwhile formed productive new ties with an array 
of innovators from other regions — for instance, by launching 
the new AAAS-Hitachi Lecture on Science and Society. AAAS 
also worked to raise awareness for science in the United 
States during historic presidential campaigns. After teaming 
up with the Science Debate 2008 coalition to call for a science 
debate among presidential candidates, AAAS and the Associa-
tion of American Universities launched a special Web site, sup-
ported by the Lounsbery Foundation, to provide voters with 
objective, side-by-side comparisons of candidates’ views on 
science and technology. Through public forums for key cam-
paign representatives, ongoing analysis of federal research-
funding trends, the 35-year-old Science and Technology Policy 
Fellowships program, and dozens of Capitol Hill briefings, 
AAAS helped to promote the role of science in society. (See 
page 10 for further details.)
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Also in 2008, the Association continued to raise awareness of science-based issues 
through media appearances and op-ed articles, and by supporting science journalists 
worldwide. During a television appearance on “The Late Show with David Letterman,” for 
example, Past AAAS President John P. Holdren — now Assistant to the U.S. President for 
Science and Technology — emphasized the urgency of global climate change. In multiple 
op-ed placements, AAAS urged policy-makers to resist efforts to undermine the teaching 
of evolution while also calling on U.S. voters to demand a national science debate among 
presidential candidates, as outlined on pages 4-5.

Creative problem-solving is at the heart of both scientific discovery and entrepreneur-
ship. Scientists and engineers can play a vital role in addressing humanity’s most critical 
challenges: improving access to nutritious food and clean water, new strategies for fighting 
diseases, and sustainable development. Building a new prosperity and a more peaceful 
world will require fundamental new insights. Through its premier international journal, 
Science, as well as an array of high-impact programmatic initiatives, AAAS is continuing to 
advance science to improve human welfare worldwide.
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