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Media and Public Engagement

•	 Confronting	Climate	Change

High-school freshman Frieda Grierson was among a group of Shishmaref, Alaska, 

residents who explained how global climate change is already affecting their fish-

ing village, during a town hall-style event for some 1,200 attendees at the 2007 

AAAS Annual Meeting. The experiences of Grierson and her neighbors — living 

witnesses to climate change — were confirmed at the AAAS event by leading 

scientists such as climate expert Lonnie G. Thompson of Ohio State University. 

During a creative exercise developed by Robert Socolow and Stephen Pacala of 

Princeton University, audience members also were invited to vote on how best to 

reduce greenhouse gases. 

Climate change represents “an immense teaching opportunity,” said AAAS 

Chair John P. Holdren (2007-2008) — a chance to explore physics, geometry, 

chemistry, biochemistry, meteorology, geography, and more. An estimated 250 

K-12 teachers at the AAAS event received a new Abbreviated Guide for Teaching 

Climate Change, prepared by Project 2061, the science-education reform initiative 

of AAAS. The event was organized by AAAS in collaboration with the California 

Science Teachers Association, the National Science Teachers Association, and the 

United Educators of San Francisco (representing the National Education Associa-

tion and the American Federation of Teachers). See www.aaas.org/climate.

•	 Polar	horizons	at	abelson	seminar

Strange whales with long, sword-like tusks, dwindling Adélie penguin popula-

tions, microorganisms entombed in ice, and the cosmic origins of the universe 

were among the mysteries explored by speakers at the annual Philip Hauge 

Abelson Advancing Science Seminar at AAAS. Native people and their cultures are 

increasingly vulnerable, as global climate change affects Earth’s poles the hard-

est, leading researchers warned during the daylong symposium, moderated by 

James J. McCarthy of Harvard University, then AAAS president-elect. “It has been 

said that polar regions are like the canary in the coal mine, and when the canary 

drops, it’s time to leave the mine,” said McCarthy, who co-chaired the Intergovern-

mental Panel on Global Climate Change (IPCC), Working Group II (2001). “But we 

have no exit path.” The 30 October symposium, “New Horizons in Polar Science,” 

was planned in recognition of the International Polar Year and in honor of Philip 

Abelson, who served as editor of the journal Science for 22 years, and then as se-

nior adviser to AAAS until shortly before his death at the age of 91. Abelson “had 

almost no interest in the past,” the AAAS CEO remarked. “He was a man who was 

only interested in where science was going.”

•	 CommuniCating	health	and	sCienCe	news

“Think of what we’ll need in terms of presenting the story to the reader, viewer, 

and listener,” veteran newsman Ed Tobias of Associated Press Broadcast said dur-

ing a professional-development seminar for public information officers (PIOs). The 

event, organized by EurekAlert!, the AAAS science-news service, and Spectrum 

Science Communications, underscored the importance of photos, video, graphics, 

and animation for communicating with reporters and the public. The multimedia 
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tips from Tobias were echoed by other EurekAlert! panelists, 

including Glenn O’Neal of USA Today; Sally Squires of the 

Washington Post’s Lean Plate Club; Michael Waldholz of 

Bloomberg News; and Adam Voiland of U.S. News & World 

Report. Journalists said that they usually prefer to receive 

story ideas via e-mail. Voiland also urged attendees to avoid 

hype when communicating science, technology, and health 

news. The National Press Club event was EurekAlert!’s  

third professional-development seminar for PIOs. Go to 

www.eurekalert.org/seminar.

•	 eurekalert!	in	Chinese	and	sPanish
Developed by AAAS in 1996, the popular English-language 

Web service for reporters, EurekAlert! (www.eurekalert.org) 

now serves some 6,000 registered reporters in 60 coun-

tries, plus about 1 million public visitors per month. Nearly 

1,000 research organizations have so far posted more than 

100,000 news releases to EurekAlert!. In 2007, AAAS took 

steps to better serve journalists worldwide, by launching 

EurekAlert! Chinese (http://chinese.eurekalert.org), and by 

providing embargoed news for Spanish-speaking reporters, 

too. EurekAlert! Chinese — commended in an article in the 

China-based World Journal of Gastroenterology as a way to 

“bridge the communication among researchers, the public 

and media, and publishers” — was made possible by a 

startup grant from the William T. Golden Endowment Fund 

for Program Innovation. EurekAlert!’s multi-language portal 

also offers news in Japanese, French, and German. 

•	 aaas	divisions	engage	the	grass-roots
Hundreds of scientists from Alaska, Canada, and other polar 

regions took part in the 58th AAAS Arctic Division Science 

Conference in Anchorage. Three other regional AAAS divi-

sions — the Pacific, Caribbean, and the Southwestern and 

Rocky Mountain (SWARM) divisions — also engaged scien-

tists, policy-makers, and the public regarding climate, sus-

tainability, and other scientific priorities. During the Pacific 

division’s annual conference, for example, attendees heard 

presentations on “green cities” and wilderness protec-

tion. The SWARM meeting encompassed energy research, 

evolution, and stem cell research, and environmental 

education was a key focus of Caribbean division activities 

in 2007. Through regional conferences, awards, educational 

initiatives, and more, the AAAS divisions are playing an 

increasing role in advancing science and technology at the 

grass-roots level. Log onto www.aaas.org/go/divisions.

•	 suPPorting	afriCan	Journalists
Nigerian health journalists contend with taboo topics, 

equipment shortages, “brown envelopes” of bribe money, 

and treacherous travel conditions. Yet, they seem “fearless, 

feisty, and brave,” said Bob Hirshon, a senior project direc-

tor within the Education and Human Resources unit of AAAS. 

Hirshon took part in health-reporting workshops in Lagos 

and Abuja, Nigeria. Sponsored by the U.S. Embassy and Ruyi 

Communications, the events attracted nearly 200 reporters 

who discussed challenges with U.S. colleagues, including 

how best to stay current on scholarly literature, cover mul-

tiple news beats, and convince editors to run stories.

2007 Annual Meeting news from San Francisco is 
online at www.aaas.org/go/news2007.


